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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA  

February 14, 2013  

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, February 

14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall.  

 

ATTENDANCE  

 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr.  

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Brenda McRae and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross  

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt  

Town Manager: Brian Welch  

Town Planners: Dana Clukey and John Hoard  

Interim Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar  

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE  

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly constituted 

to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ross, Mayor Biggers led the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  The Board agreed, by consensus, to add 

Mint Hill Madness Update after Item #11.  

 

Approve Minutes of January 24, 2013 Regular Meeting:  Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Austin seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the 

January 24, 2013 meeting.  

 

Consent Agenda: (a) Accept Tax Collector’s Report; (b) Accept Treasurer’s Report for 

December 2012 (c) Adopt Changes to Personnel Policy; and, (d) Adopt Resolution to Donate 

Card Reader Equipment to Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department:  Commissioner Ross asked to 

pull Item (d) for discussion.  Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner 

Ellington, the Board unanimously approved Consent Agenda Items (a), (b) and (c).  (Copy filed with 

minutes of record.) 

  

Commissioner Ross stated there were questions regarding the feasibility of the card reader system as 

it would have to be updated to work at the MHVFD; it was agreed by the MHVFD Board, they 

would look into the matter further and then make a final decision. Manager Welch had the same 

understanding.  If the Board approved the resolution that night and MHVFD decided they didn’t need 

the equipment, then it most likely would be sold on GovDeals.  

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved Item (d) in the Consent Agenda.  
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Public Hearing on Petition #ZC13-1, Filed by Gibraltar Asset Management Services, 

Requesting a Text Amendment to Section 7.3.3. of the Unified Development Ordinance to 

Modify the Exterior Materials Requirement in Conservation Subdivisions:  Mr. Hoard presented 

Rezoning Change #ZC13-1, stating that Mr. Jackson had presented information regarding 

modification of the exterior materials requirement in the Conservation Ordinance on January 10, 

2013. The proposed amendment would allow for a material, other than brick, to be used as an accent 

feature in Conservation Subdivisions.  The proposed change was as follows:  

 

7.3.3 Special Requirements for Conservation Subdivisions.  

 B. Standards  

  4. Exterior Materials. Exterior materials shall be brick, stone, stucco or cementious 

fiber board or shakes. At least 50 percent of homes shall be masonry on all four sides 

of the home, with the exception of approved accent materials on the architectural 

elements such as gables and dormers.  

 

During discussion, Mr. Hoard was asked why mortarless brick had been removed.  He said the term 

was redundant and Staff had suggested it be removed. The Board agreed, since the industry considers 

mortarless brick to be non-masonry, adding it to the proposed change wouldn’t be necessary. The 

Board agreed to allow hardy shake material as shown in one of the photos. 

  

Mayor Biggers opened the floor for comments from the public. There being no public comments, 

Mayor Biggers declared the public hearing on Petition #ZC13-1 closed. 

 

Public Hearing on Petition #ZC13-2, Filed by the Town of Mint Hill, Requesting a Text 

Amendment to Article 8 of the Unified Development Ordinance to Modify Application 

Procedures for Conditional Zoning:  Attorney Bringewatt stated a modification of the conditional 

zoning process had been discussed at the last meeting. The elected officials’ approval would come 

earlier in the design process so a decision could be provided at an earlier time.  The text amendment 

would allow for a Zoning Plan approval after a Sketch Plan Review by Staff.   

  

Mayor Biggers opened the floor for comments from the public. There being no public comments, 

Mayor Biggers declared the public hearing on Petition #ZC13-2 closed. 

 

Establish Filing Fees for November 2013 Municipal Election:  A letter had been received from the 

Mecklenburg County Board of Elections requesting the Town establish filing fees for the 2013 

municipal election. The fees for 2011 were $5 for each candidate.  

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the Board unanimously 

established a candidate filing fee of $5 for the 2013 municipal election for the office of Mayor or 

Commissioner for the Town of Mint Hill. 

 

Public Comments:  Mr. Bill Williamson, 3325 Dan Hood Road, addressed the Board stating two 

years ago he stood in front of the Board of Commissioners and thanked two police officers, Sgt. 

Forster and Officer Mickovic, for saving his life.  He had suffered a heart attack because of stress 

caused by dogs, owned by Michael Roberts, that had attacked his horse, Joker, for the second time. 

Following that attack, the dogs were put down, after a hearing, by Animal Control.  In August 2011, 

Joker was attacked, again by dogs owned by Michael Roberts.  On February 6, 2013, a fourth attack 

occurred.  Joker was attacked by pit bulls owned by Michael Roberts and this time she didn’t survive. 

Mr. Williamson said he, his family and neighbors are afraid for their safety.  His grandson was afraid 
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to come to his house.  Mr. Williamson said he’d like to sell the home.  He had lived there for 64 

years, but he didn’t think many people would want to live in such a dangerous neighborhood in Mint 

Hill.  Mr. Williamson said, “The Board of Commissioner stated they thought the dog laws were 

strong enough.  Please explain that to my family, grandson, neighbors and the dead horse.” Mr. 

Williamson said he understood Michael Roberts already had gotten another dog.  Animal Control had 

one of the dogs that killed the horse, but the other was still at large.  Mr. Williamson said he didn’t 

have another horse for dogs to attack, so he presumed it could be pets or humans next.  He implored 

the Board to consider dangerous dog laws.  

 

Receive and Establish Public Hearing Date for Petition #ZC13-3, Filed by Town of Mint Hill, 

Requesting a Text Amendment to Article 6 of the Unified Development Ordinance to Modify 

Floodplain Regulations to Reflect New Floodplain Maps, Include New Definitions and Provide 

Clarification as Requested by Mecklenburg County Storm Water Services:  Upon the motion of 

Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ross and unanimously approved, the Board 

accepted Rezoning Petition #ZC13-3, filed by the Town of Mint Hill, requesting a text amendment to 

Article 6 of the Unified Development Ordinance to modify flood plain regulations to reflect new 

flood plain maps, include new definitions and provide clarification as requested by Mecklenburg 

County Storm Water Services and call for a public hearing on Thursday, March 14, 2013 at 7 p.m.  

 

Discussion and Decision on Petition #ZC12-13, Filed by Durban Development, to Request 

Rezoning of 9208 Lawyers Road, Tax Parcel # 135-221-09:  Mr. Hoard conveyed the favorable 

recommendation given by the Planning Board on January 28, 2013. The motion read as follows:  

Mr. Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mr. Hendrix, that a favorable recommendation be 

forwarded to the Board of Commissioners regarding Rezoning Application #ZC12-13, filed by 

Durban Development, LLC, for property located at 9208 Lawyers Road, a portion of Parcel #135-

221-09 to allow construction of a retail establishment inclusive of the site layout presented on the 

Burton Engineering drawings C2 and C6.  

 

During discussion of the motion, Mr. Hoard asked that it be mentioned in the motion that Site Plan 

Key Note #6 be changed to say that they were okay with the enclosure for the dumpster to be wooden 

rather than brick as discussed.  

 

Mr. Freeman amended his motion to also include that the applicant amend their Site Key Note #6 to 

reflect the wood enclosure for the dumpsters, in lieu of what was currently referenced in the note. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Hendrix and unanimously agreed to by the Board.  

 

Commissioner Ross asked if the changes were reflected in the agenda packet. Yes, the previous plan 

had the enclosure as brick and now it would be screened on three sides with an opaque wooden 

fence, said Mr. Hoard.  

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved Petition #ZC12-13, filed by Durban Development, to request rezoning of 

9208 Lawyers Road, Tax Parcel # 135-221-09 as recommended by the Planning Board. 

  

Mint Hill Madness Update: Mayor Biggers recognized Mr. Dalton Taylor who thanked the Board 

for letting him speak. Mr. Taylor said Tony Long, Julian Venable, Donna Rogers, Brian Welch and 

he were working with Attorney Tony Johnson on obtaining a 501(c)3 designation for Mint Hill 

Madness. The group had decades of combined experience. The intent was to form the 501(c)3 so the 
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Town of Mint Hill wasn’t saddled with the debt. Mr. Taylor said it was the unanimous decision of 

the group to ask the Board to bless two major changes in Mint Hill Madness.  

 

The first change was to move the date to Memorial Day weekend; the festival would be Memorial 

Day, 2014.  Most corporations fund festivals, through grants, a year before the event.  Mr. Taylor 

said all of the members had full-time jobs and it would be tough for them to pull Mint Hill Madness 

together for 2013. Mr. Taylor indicated he wasn’t saying that it couldn’t be done. Mrs. Rogers had 

recommended Memorial Day weekend as she had the most success with that weekend when she was 

running the Highland Games. Mr. Taylor said the race fans at Lowe’s Motor Speedway would be 

beneficial for attendance. The weather in September, during Mint Hill Madness, has been rainy for 

the last several years. If Mint Hill Madness was moved to Memorial Day weekend, then it could be 

held Friday, Saturday and Sunday; if the event grew and it was beneficial to add a fourth day then 

Monday could be added, similar to Matthews Alive.  

 

The second change was the location of Mint Hill Madness. The firework ordinance had gotten more 

restrictive as the geographical area had gotten smaller because of development in downtown Mint 

Hill. The Park on Fairview provided a great space for Mint Hill Madness. It seemed adults loved the 

downtown location more than children since children love the Park. Road closures would not be a 

three day dilemma if Mint Hill Madness was at the Park on Fairview. Parking issues could be 

overcome, as this was the only concern with having Mint Hill Madness at the Park on Fairview.  

 

The branding of Mint Hill Madness would be updated as well. (See attached.) A brick border would 

be used along with the colors: red, white and blue. Also, Veterans would be celebrated on Memorial 

Day weekend at Mint Hill Madness.  

 

In discussion, Mr. Taylor said the group unanimously approved moving it back to the Park on 

Fairview; they all loved downtown but it would be very difficult now that the Mint Hill Police 

Department would be located at last year’s festival site. Mr. Taylor stated the downtown site doesn’t 

recover well from rain. Mr. Taylor said the group agreed the event would be easier logistically at the 

Park on Fairview.  

 

Mr. Taylor gave the following information: It was unanimous to move the date to Memorial Day 

weekend in 2014 because they were essentially “behind the 8 ball.”  If the Board wanted them to 

make it happen in 2013 they could try, but it would be a costly. The estimated cost to the Town could 

be $30-40,000 with no sponsors. The Commissioners had been concerned, at the January meeting, 

about the Town being saddled with debt, if it rained or didn’t make enough money to pay for itself. It 

could rain on Memorial Day, but they truly hoped for better weather that time of year. It would have 

been easier to plan if they had been given a notice of even 2 more months. Mr. Taylor was asked if 

the group had considered having an art vendor section and he said that was the first thing Mrs. 

Rogers had spoken of.  She wanted to have a Fine Arts section. Mr. Taylor said this was a huge 

opportunity for the Town to rebrand Mint Hill Madness and make it better than ever. Mr. Taylor said 

Mr. Long always looked for the opportunities in situations and this was a great opportunity for Mint 

Hill. Mr. Taylor said Matthews Alive funds itself and he would like Mint Hill Madness to do the 

same (after the Town allows for seed money to get them out of the gate). 

  

Commissioner Ellington asked Mr. Taylor if he was looking to the Board to give their blessings to 

the date change and the location change. Mr. Taylor said he was. Commissioner Ellington said he 

liked the fact that the group was looking for funding ideas without relying on the Town after the 

initial start up.  
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Commissioner Ellington made a motion to approve the change of location and date for Mint Hill 

Madness, seconded by Commissioner McRae.  

 

During discussion of the motion, Mayor Biggers said he’d like time to discuss the changes with the 

Board members because these were big changes. He said once the Board members had a chance to 

think about the proposed changes, the Board would connect with Mr. Taylor. Mayor Biggers thought 

a decision could be made before or at their next meeting. Mayor Biggers asked if the group had 

formed the Board of Directors and Manager Welch said they would not do that until the corporation 

was formed.  

 

Commissioner Ross asked how much seed money the event would need. Manager Welch said he 

wasn’t sure yet. Commissioner Ross said she had seen Mint Hill Madness rise from nothing and 

make money and then lose money when it was located at the Park on Fairview. She said the Arts and 

Science Council gave special grants for festivals and asked why someone wouldn’t have applied for 

grants to keep from going into the hole. She was concerned there wouldn’t be enough volunteers over 

Memorial Day weekend.   

 

Commissioner Austin said the Chamber of Commerce knew the event would lose money last year 

because they had cancelled activities on Sunday. 

 

Commissioner Ellington withdrew his motion and Commissioner McRae withdrew her second.  

 

Commissioner Austin stated if a decision was reached before or at the next Board meeting on 

February 28th then they would only have been delayed by two weeks.  

 

Mr. Taylor said he couldn’t speak to decisions made by the Chamber of Commerce as he was not on 

the Board of Directors. 

 

Mayor Biggers thanked all the individuals who had volunteered to form the Mint Hill Madness group 

and said the Board understood it was a tremendous amount of work and they appreciated all the time 

they had already invested. Mayor Biggers said the Board needed time to think about the proposed 

changes.  

 

Mr. Taylor said he was available, if the Board had any additional questions.  

 

Manager Welch said the formation of a non-profit corporation would allow for more grant money for 

Mint Hill Madness and this would allow the net to be cast as wide as possible to ensure Mint Hill 

Madness could become self supporting.  

 

Attorney Bringewatt said the 501(c)3 would, most likely, work closely with the Town or partner with 

the Town, not serve as a department of the Town. In theory, the corporation could do anything they 

liked, but in practice if they want or need funding and blessings from the Town they would need to 

work within set perimeters.  

 

Manager Welch said there may have been some confusion about Mint Hill Madness.  Some groups 

might think Mint Hill Madness was up for grabs, but it was already an established event in Mint Hill.  

He said the group could be similar to the Planning Board, where they have two year terms and were 

appointed by the Board of Commissioners.  
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Commissioner Ross asked if RelyLocal was still involved.  Manager Welch said it was unknown 

what services would be needed, but RelyLocal or another group could be selected to perform those 

services once they were established.  Commissioner Ross expressed concern about being in the 

“catbird seat” in regards to selecting the Board of Directors, and funding an independent 501(c)3. 

Manager Welch said someone had to establish a group to facilitate Mint Hill Madness and they 

would need the help of the Town.  He didn’t know of any other options.  

 

Commissioner Austin stated the newly formed group would run Mint Hill Madness like the Chamber 

of Commerce ran it for many years.  They would need money initially, but would become self-

supporting and the Board of Commissioners wouldn’t tell them how to run the event.  

 

Commissioner Ross stated if they have over a year to plan and organize, they may not need seed 

money from the Town or if they did they could repay it once a profit was made.  

 

Mr. Taylor said the only up-front expenses they’d have would be for rides for the event.   

 

Manager Welch said he wasn’t sure if the administrative person would require a percentage or a set 

amount.  He would include Mint Hill Madness as a line item in the Town budget and cautioned the 

Commissioners about entertaining the idea of getting back their seed money because he hated to 

promise something he couldn’t deliver.  

 

Commissioner Ross asked if Tony Long or Dalton Taylor had been involved with Mint Hill Madness 

2012 and said she’d like to know the actual costs and actual expenditures.  Mr. Long and Mr. Taylor 

weren’t involved with the event last year.  

 

Mayor Biggers instructed the Commissioners to consider the request and to make follow-up calls to 

the Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Taylor or Mr. Long, as needed. He told Mr. Taylor they would be in 

touch as soon as possible.  

 

Commissioner Austin mentioned the Mint Hill Lions 5K run would be held in September 2013.  

 

Other Business/Council Matters:  Commissioner Ellington said he attended the Chamber of 

Commerce meeting on Wednesday, February 13.  They were actively planning the Christmas party 

and seeking funding for the party. They had planned a golf tournament at Olde Sycamore in 

September.  

 

Commissioner Ross had attended the Business After Hours at Spotlight Performing Arts. The Chili 

Cook-off would be held at Spotlight Performing Arts on February 26, 2013 and invited everyone to 

attend and/or enter their favorite chili. She invited everyone to attend a meeting regarding Bain 

School at Mint Hill Town Hall the evening of February 19. The MHVFD had responded to 77 fire 

calls and 252 EMS calls for the month of January and 91.5 training hours were registered by the 

MHVFD in January. Commissioner Ross asked for an update about the Korean War Memorial from 

Manager Welch.  

 

Manager Welch stated he had spoken to Bill Reid about the progress at the Korean War Memorial 

who had indicated the granite vendor was dedicated to finishing the project. Mr. Reid was optimistic 

about the work that had been completed and what would be installed in the next week or so. 
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Commissioner Ross said her concern was the liability to the Town regarding the holes at the site. 

Manager Welch said the granite curbing would be here soon and the issues would be resolved.  

 

Commissioner Austin attended the CCOG meeting where the CONNECT Project had been discussed 

further. He had been attending Economic Development meetings, with three other towns and they 

had been going well.  

 

Manager Welch said encouraged everyone to attend the Interbasin Transfer meeting on March 4, 

2013 at Town Hall. All residents living in the Goose Creek Basin who would like to have access to 

water should attend and speak at the meeting. The Environmental Management Committee would 

have a meeting on May 4 and if approved, water could be flowing as early as May 5. It was 

imperative to have everyone come out to speak.  

 

Mayor Biggers expressed his sympathy to Mr. Williamson over the loss of his horse, Joker, and said 

he would continue to evaluate the situation.  

 

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Austin, the 

Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned.  Mayor Biggers adjourned the meeting at 

8:02 p.m.  

 

 

 

              

Ted H. Biggers, Jr. Mayor    Michelle Wells Farrar, Interim Town Clerk 

 

 

            


